
STOUGHTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT
COED SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES

5/16/2016
Pitching
1. Slow pitch format.
2. Unlimited arc for men and 12 foot arc limit for women.
3. Pitching distance will be 50 feet.
Batting
4. Men and women must alternate in batting order.
5. Unlimited batting order may be used.
6. Teams may elect to bat more than ten (10) players provided they are present at the start of the game. An uneven number of men and

women is allowed if the number of either sex does not exceed the other by more than one. However, they must be at the top and
bottom of the batting order. Example of an acceptable batting order, 1. Male 2. Female 3. Male 4. Female 5. Male 6. Female 7. Male
8. Female 9. Male 10. Female 11. Male.

7. When batting, if a man walks on three straight balls to start the at-bat, the woman following has the option to also walk or bat.
8. Three balls for a walk and two strikes for a strikeout. Two foul balls is considered a strikeout. The plate and the mat will be used for

a strike.
9. No advance allowed on any caught foul ball.
10. All bats must have “Approved Bat” sticker on the bat in order to be used.
11. There is a five homerun limit. Each homerun after that will be considered a walk. Any base runners will advance like they would in

a walk.
12. Men are required to use a certified ASA wood bat. Wood bats will be provided by the league. In a situation where the league

provided wood bats break, they are able to use any ASA certified bat.
The Game
13. Minimum age to play in this league is 15 years.
14. League will use a 12” softball.
15. Home team is responsible for keeping the score.
16. The minimum number of players to start the game must be eight players. A four and four minimum of each sex. A grace period of

five minutes will be allowed before a forfeit is declared.
17. All games will be seven innings or a 55 minute time limit; whichever comes first. If tied after seven innings, extra innings will be

played.
18. All extra innings will start with the last inning’s final out on second base. This is to keep the game schedule on time.
19. If after four innings either team is ahead by 20 runs or more the game shall be called. If after five innings or any inning thereafter,

either team is ahead by ten runs or more, the game shall be called.
20. No stealing, bunting, or steel spikes.
21. There will be no courtesy step for being off base unless the ball is batted. Runners are out.
22. Runners are not required to slide at any base, they are to avoid contact. If the contact is deemed as intentional, the runner will be

called out based on the judgment of the umpire. If a sliding act is determined to be flagrant, the offender shall be ejected and the out
called. The ball shall be ruled dead, at the time of the flagrant slide. Once runner touches line between 3rd base and home plate it is
a force out at home, runner must go home. On a play at the plate runner must touch the mat, and the catcher must touch the plate on
force outs. Runners can be tagged out at plays at home plate. If there is no play at the plate or the runner is trying to avoid contact,
the runner may touch either the mat or the plate. There is no sliding at home plate.

23. Infield Fly rule is in effect.
24. Batters who hit a homerun have the option of touching first base only. Rounding the bases is optional.
Fielding
25. An uneven number of men and women is allowed if the number of either sex does not exceed the other by more than one.
26. Once a defender begins the inning at a certain defensive position, you must remain at that position for the rest of that inning, other

than pitcher.
27. Four outfielders must play beyond the infield area or on the outfield grass until the ball is hit. Two men and two women are to play

in the outfield.
28. No defensive player may play in front of the pitcher.
29. Two men and two women are to play in the infield. The battery must be of opposite sexes.
30. Protests on a play must be made before the next pitch. All team protests must then be filed by the end of the next business day. A

$10.00 protest fee must accompany the protest. If decision on protest is ruled in favor of the protesting party, the fee will be
returned. You cannot protest a judgment decision.

31. The deadline to add players is July 15th. No players may be added after this date.
32. If a team has 8 players, the batting team must provide a catcher. The catcher is only there to throw the ball back to the pitcher and does not make

any plays in the field.

Makeup Games
33. All rained out games will be made up on the second Sunday after the originally scheduled date. If that Sunday has already been filled,

the games will be rescheduled for the next available Sunday.
34. All other rules covered by A.S.A.



Rainout Procedure
35. In the event of rain, call our rainout hotline at 873-6724 or check www.cityofstoughton.com/rec for determination. Decisions will be

held off until after 4:00 PM. If rain comes after 4:00 PM or on weekends, the umpires are to make a ruling if to play or not. If the
game is called, another make-up date will be set by the Recreation Department. If at any time there is lightning in the area, the game
is to be suspended or delayed. Four innings is considered a complete game.

Standing Tiebreakers
36. Two teams tied:

1. Head to head record
2. Average runs allowed per game (forfeits do not count)
3. Average runs scored per game (forfeits do not count)
4. Coin flip

37. Three or more teams tied:
1. Average runs allowed per game (forfeits do not count
2. Average runs scored per game (forfeits do not count)
3. Coin flip

End of Season Tournament
38. The top four teams will make the end of season tournament.
39. The higher seed will be the home team for tournament games.


